Changes in the role of general practitioners in child health surveillance.
Changes in their Contract in 1990 gave general practitioners the opportunity to become more involved in child health surveillance. This study aimed to describe and compare child health surveillance services provided by general practitioners before and after the changes of the 1990 GP contract. A questionnaire was sent to all general practices within the Nottingham Health Authority area in 1990, and this process was repeated in 1994, ascertaining the services provided for child health surveillance. Outcome measures were: the reported provision of services, keeping of records and facilities for following up non-attenders. Also recorded were the training and qualifications of general practitioners and their attitudes towards child health surveillance. Response rates were 62% in 1990 and 80% in 1994. More practices were involved in the provision of child health surveillance services in 1994, more held a baby clinic and more reported having a recall system for non-attenders. There was little change in the training or qualifications of GPs in child health between 1990 and 1994. In 1994, there was evidence of GPs meeting regularly with Health Visitors. There remained a small number of practices who were not interested in child health surveillance. The 1990 GP contract appears to have increased the provision of child health surveillance services by GPs and improved liaison with Health Visitors in general practice.